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Presidential
Pontifications

The Prez Sez

Sincere congrats to Jim Olson, our
Barbershopper of the year, and to all
the Sparkplug award winners as well.
| know there are others who deserve
recognition for their efforts on behalf of
the chorus and | want to assure them
that those efforts are appreciated and
will eventually be recognized.

We now have a promotional display
window in the hall of the civic center.
It's the last one on the South wall just
East of the escalator. Thanks to John
and Del for putting together an at-
tractive display for us. | hope you'll all
stop and see it soon. If you have any
suggestions or constructive criticisms,
please let me know. We can change it
as often as we like.

Radio ads for Singing Valentines
will be starting next Wednesday. It
wouldn’t hurt anything to start suggest-
ing our services to friends, relatives,
business associates, even (heaven
forbid) total strangers. After all, most of
our customers are total strangers.

This months giggle:
| was always taught to respect my
elders. Unfortunately, it's getting
harder to find one.

BASS-ically,

Pete

-

Buffalo Bills-Era
Quartet Contest

Congratulations go out to John Cook,
Donald Richmond, Wyman Schmidt,
and our own Al Pitts for entering and
singing in the Buffalo Bills-Era Quartet
Contest.

The quartet, now known as Wild Blue
Yonder, but formerly know as the Met-
ronomes (or metro-gnomes) got back
together for the last Harmony Hap-
pening in August. They liked what they
heard, had a lot of fun doing it, and
decided to go to the Mid-Winter Con-
vention in Albuquerque to compete.

We will look forward to hearing great
stories about this contest and the
great times they had there. Thanks, Al,
for representing the Shrine of Democ-
racy Chorus. We’re proud of you!

(From Jack Martin via the internet.)

There were about 250 folks in the
audience for the prelims. The room
they gave us for the contest had about
200 seats, so there was a standing
room only situation. Looked impres-
sive, regardless of the numbers.

There was one quartet named “Wild
Blue Yonder” that was made up of
4 men who were in the Air Force
together back in the early 50’s and ac-
tually competed against the Orphans
back in 1954. (They were not the Air
4’s.) No they did not win but added a
quality of singing popular back in the
earlier years. | thought they exhibited
a quality similar to that of the Schmitt
Brothers in their prime time.

Barbershopper OFf The Year

On January 13th barbershoppers
from all over the area met at the
Meadowbrook Grill to celebrate the in-
stallation of new officers for 2007. But
foremost on most minds was who the
Barbershopper Of The Year (BOTY)
would be. Who would be chosen?

After several Spark Plug Awards
were given out to well deserving men,
and narrowing the field down consider-
ably, the big announcement came from
last year’s recipient, Steve Ferley. (At
least we knew it wouldn’t be Steve
since he was presenting the award,
not that he wasn’t deserving.)

Proudly we honored our BOTY for
20086. It is none other than Jim Olsen.
As most of you know, Jim was the
force behind last year’s annual show.
Glutton for punishment that he is, he
also agreed to be the chairman again
this year.

What many of you don’t know is that
Jim also took the time and effort to get
our papers of incorporation filed with
the state. It was Jim who made sure
all the “T”s were crossed and the “I's
were dotted so that the Secretary of
State would accept our paperwork and
incorporate our chapter.

Jim is a stalwart in the chapter, hav-
ing served as President and Immedi-
ate Past President within the past few
years. He has served as MC for the
afterglow at Harmony Happening, and
has been willing to sing both lead and
baritone in the chorus.

Congratulations Jim! (And thanks!)
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Board Minutes

David L’Esperance, Secretary

At the January Board meeting, your
Board finalized plans for the Installa-
tion Banquet to be held on January
13 at the Meadowbrook Girill.

We also discussed items to be
displayed in the window at the Civic
Center. Ideas included a large photo

of the Chorus from the group Johnny Sundby took at one of the caroling perfor-
mances, our Chapter Charter, show programs, other photos of our performan-

ces, parts of uniforms, music.

Martin Pfeiffer is home after his heart surgery and reportedly doing well.
Preparations will begin soon for Singing Valentines, and a budget of $1400

was approved.

The 2007 Harmony Happening in the Hills will be the third weekend in August,
instead of the fourth weekend, and the clinician will be Rick Spencer, the BHS
Director of Music Services. Rick is Jim Debussman’s boss, and Jim highly rec-
ommended him. The change of date is necessary because that’s the only time
Rick is available; the Society HQ move to Nashville will take place the second
half of August. Hopefully, our Society CEO, Ed Watson, will be able to escape
the moving for a few days and return as well.

The RMD Harmony College will take place February 2-4 in Estes Park Colo-
rado, and the Board approved a budget limit of $2000. This amount will cover all
or most of the costs for the registration, food and lodging for Chapter members
who attend. Fuel expenses will be the responsibility of the travelers.

Dr. Gary Welsh has asked the Chorus to again perform at the “Is There a Doc-
tor in the House?” affair on March 31 at the Rushmore Plaza Holiday Inn.

Before the Board adjourned to enter into the planning session, we each
expressed our deep gratitude to Larry Putnam for his years of superb service as
our Chapter Treasurer. His hard work has been evident, and Jim Gogolin literally
and figuratively has some very big shoes to fill!!

The next Board meeting will be February 6 at the Coldwell Banker Training

Center, convening at 7PM.

The Joy Of Being An Editor

Getting out this little paper is no
picnic. If we print jokes, people say
they are silly. If we don’t, they say we
are too serious. If we clip things from
other sources, we are too lazy to
write stuff for ourselves. If we don't,
we are too fond of our own stuff. If
we don't print contributions, we don’t
appreciate true genius. If we print
them, the paper is full of junk. If we
make a change in the other fellow’s
writing, then we are too critical. If we
don’t, we are asleep. Now likely as
not, someone will say we swiped this

from some other publication. We did.
Stolen from “Minnetonka Clipper,” Garry Gar-
rison, editor.

In Perfect Harmony

Pavto

PRACTICE 1Is
SOMETHING WE DO
AT HOME, EVERY
DAY, BETWEEN RE-
HEARSALS!

REHEARSAL IS
WHERE WE REIN-
FORCE WHAT WE

HAVE BEEN PRAC-

TICING EVERY DAY!
Lifted from “The Pitch” edited by Murray
Phillips of the Greater Montreal Chapter
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J4 Musical Notes J?
John Elving, VP, Music & Performance

Now, | know that August, and Harmony Happening, seem a long way off. After
all, we have our show to get ready. And before that, it's singing valentines. Oh,
and then there’s performances throughout the summer, possibly including filling
in for a couple of church choirs. But it is time to think about what will be happen-
ing at Harmony Happening this year.

During our planning session for the new board, we decided to try something
a little different to make Harmony Happening bigger and better. Never fear,
we aren’t going to a weeklong camp while we prepare for the concert at Mt.
Rushmore. We are, however going to try to add something on Friday which
could involve some help from many of you.

Friday will become a whole day adventure, hopefully, for the young people
in the area. It would be a Youth in Harmony session. Middle school and high
school boys (and possibly some girls) would work with several clinicians learn-
ing about the barbershop style, and working together on two or three songs.
We will be trying to line up a quartet to help out with getting the youth enthused
about our unique style of music.

Then on Saturday they will be joining us for our rehearsals and training ses-
sions. Until you have experienced the enthusiasm of young people as they ex-
perience the ringing of chords, many for the very first time, you won'’t believe the
amount of energy you can get from them.

On Saturday evening they will have the opportunity to sing their prepared
songs at Mt Rushmore, along with singing in the large chorus. This could be the
largest chorus on the risers in a long time.

We will need to find sponsors for the young people attending so that they can
afford to stay at a motel, or in someone’s home. We will also have some added
expenses that need to be covered by willing people or businesses wanting to
further the musical education of those attending.

Oh, and by the way, our clinician for the Saturday event will be Rick Spencer,

Director of Music and Education. This will be another weekend not to be missed.

Harmony Happening 2007 — save the date!

As we move ahead with this new venture, | will be asking some of you to help
out in some way. Most jobs will be small and easily managed , but some will be
bigger. Don’t shy away from helping our youth enjoy this passionate hobby as
much as you do.

Sing-cerely & Humm-bly,

Dend

Music Is

love in

search
of a
word.

~Sidney Lanier
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Barbershopper Of The Year (BOTY) Jim Olson (L)

receives his plaque from Steve Ferley.
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| prefer poor voices to poor ears
because sometimes they take a
rest.

Want Ad: Baritone for a top-20
quartet. Must have International
experience and a relatively new
large van. Send photo of van.

The amount of food prepared for
an Afterglow, as a percentage of
the guest’s requirements, is either
84 percent or 192 percent.

If you're having trouble finding the
fourth guy for your quartet, consid-
er this: stop looking. Instead, call
your three-man group a “mini cho-
rus.” It's all a matter of semantics.
A mini chorus will fly. A three-man
quartet is a dumb idea.

If you are going on stage following
a Sweet Adeline quartet, you better
be ready with your best stuff.

Accept that every lead has his own
“comfort zone.” You've got two
choices: (a) pitch the song within
his zone or (b) be prepared for a
downhill sleigh ride while he steers
you home.

Over the years I've heard hun-
dreds of maybe-true excuses why
someone’s voice and/or ear was
“not just working right tonight.”
Have you ever heard an accept-
able excuse for having missed an
attack or a release?

Ask any barbershopper how many
times he flats and how many of the
chorus repertoire songs does he
know cold-turkey. To arrive at the
truth, multiply the former by two
and divide the latter by three.

Get in the habit of putting your
name-tag on and off within your
car. Why have your neighbors think
you’re going senile?

Strive to sing, privately, one flat
note everyday ... just so your ear
doesn’t lose its ability to detect it.

11. Accept a breath mint if either your

spouse or a barbershopper offers
you one.
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Tips For Better Singing
Jon Wagner
Director, Par For The Chorus
Sun City Center, FL

2007 International
Chorus Competitors

There are a lot of issues related to
ensemble that are the province of the
singers. They need to have an en-
semble attitude, singing with their ears
attuned to the others singing their part.
Each part should sound like one voice
and so each singer has the responsi-
bility to be a blended part of that voice.

It takes a lot of musicality to blend
one’s voice, contributing, not over-
powering or hiding out. Singing word
sounds the same as the others in your
part is also an element of ensemble
musicality.

Barbershop features many situations
where two or three parts sing together
with the same word sounds while an-
other part sings something different.
You have to make this work by con-
centration and practice.

legato, smooth -- (without breaks
between notes; smooth and
connected; “a legato passage”)

Remember that the words and music
of a song are written vertically and
unless the singer make a definite effort
toward connecting them horizontally,
the sounds will come out choppy and
detached. In order to make a song
flow, the singable sounds of words
must be given duration and volume
and must be properly connected
together. Remember to treat each
lyric phrase as one word. This will
not only encourage good syllable
connecting, but will cause the
music to move forward in a more
legato fashion.

- . y

Ready for Singing Valentines!

District Representatives

Westminster CA - Westminster
Chorus

2. St Charles MO - Ambassadors of
Harmony

3. Toronto ON - The Northern Lights

4. Greendale WI - Midwest Vocal
Express

5. Denver Mile High CO - Sound of
The Rockies

6. Northbrook IL - New Tradition

7. Greater Central Ohio OH - The
Alliance

8. Alexandria VA - Alexandria
Harmonizers

9. Central Texas Corridor TX - Heart
of Texas Chorus

10. Atlanta Metro GA - Atlanta Vocal
Project

11. Salem OR - Senate-Aires

12. Nashua NH - Granite Statesmen

13. BABS Cambridge UK - Cambridge
Chord Company

14. Tampa FL - Heralds of Harmony

15. Macomb County MI - Guardians of
Harmony

16. Batavia NY - The Vocal Agenda

17. Valparaiso IN - Northern Union

18. AAMBS - The Blenders

19. SNOBS - TBA

Wild Card Choruses

20. Bay Area CA - Voices In Harmony

21. Hilltop MN - Great Northern Union

22. Manhatten NY - The Big Apple
Chorus

23. Buckeye-Columbus OH - Singing
Buckeyes

24. Greater Phoenix AZ - Spirit of
Phoenix

25. Kansas City MO - Heart of America
Chorus

26. Dundalk MD - Chorus of the
Chesapeake

27. Ft. Worth TX - Texas Millionaires

28. Houston TX - Tidelanders

29. Greater Toronto ON - MegaCity
Chorus

30. Chicagoland West Suburban IL -
West Towns Chorus

31. Western Hills (Cincinnati) OH -
Southern Gateway Chorus

SING IT SOFTLY GUYS

From some good words by Bob Niedring-
haus of the St. Louis Harmony Chorus.

A bass has deep quality; a bari par-
takes of the quality of the tenor and
bass; alead . . . leads and that beauti-
ful tenor is the part of the song sung in
harmony.

We should always try not to over-
sing our part, whether it be bass, bari,
lead, or tenor. Remember, “good close
harmony” is just what it says . . . not
too loud, too soft, and every word
sung precisely and correctly. We must
all blend together, whether in the cho-
rus or a quartet.

The better we sing, the more the au-
dience appreciates it and we in return
get that thundering ovation!

Remember that first contest when
you attended and listened to the quar-
tets? The good ones had you trying
to figure out what part each man was
singing as their voices and words
blended so wonderfully into four-part
harmony. Our chorus can sound just
as good if we all practice the art that
our Directors work into our weekly
practices. One beautifully blended
sound, with great dynamics, great clar-
ity, and great faces!

m'ﬁ' Cms T S PR

Yo PUT CHUR,

= LEFT BRI,
oL PUT CHUR,

Inviting All
shower singers! Join
us on Thursdays
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Coming Soon . . .
Barbershop

Goes Broadway

Q: | am writing you hoping for some help with shoulder breathing. The show theme has been chosen,
the music is here, and the learning

tracks are available. What now?
We as a chorus have a lot of music

A: The reasons WHY singers shoulder-breathe are several, but mostly it's either
imitation, or just a habit no one has corrected. Here is the approach for correc-

tion: . .
to learn. And then there is the staging,
1. Be alert to a resting baby’s breathing. It is accomplished fully in the waist the presentation ideas, and, yes, the
area. dreaded choreography. All goes into
2. Get on the floor on your back, either with the legs flat or knees bent. As making a great show to present to our
you fully relax into “normal” breathing you will become aware of the rise public.
and fall of the abdominal area. Putting the hands on the belly button will As we work toward putting our best
help you feel this. foot forward, and, as they say on the
3. Start some slow, rhythmic breathing. Two counts gently sipping in; two “boards,” breaking a leg, let me make
counts gently hissing out. No chest movement. Leave the chest and ribs a suggestion for all of us. | would like
still. You will begin to experience the independence of the chest/rib area to propose that everyone who sings
and the waist area. The reason is the inactivity of the postural muscles. with the chorus on the show make the
The floor is now supporting the body, not the posture muscles. utmost effort to be at every rehearsal
4. As you are able to do this level increase the resistance of the sip and hiss ~ Possible. In my mind we can’t commit
as well as the number of counts. Sip 234, Hiss 234. Sip 2345678 Hiss to less than making eight out of the
2345678 etc., until you can do 64 counts in, 64 out. last ten rehearsals prior to the show.

And, it also means that we need to
commit to making all rehearsals the
last week.

5. Repeat the above exercises with hands on the rib cage, KEEPING THE
RIBS EXPANDING on both INhale and EXhale.

6. Again, repeat the above with one hand on the abdomen and one on the
collar bone. The goal is a still collar bone and only natural, necessary
movement in the abdomen. Never “making” it happen. Rather, allowing
them to work naturally.

Of course, rehearsing at home
with the learning tracks, our mirrors,
learning the moves, and becoming

) ) ] ) ] supremely confident in our personal
7. Next push your fingers into your sides, at the waist level. As you continue performance, goes without saying.

the exercises you should feel that the sides expand for the inhale and
STAY EXPANDING for the exhale. It's natural, and it's what allows good
breath management.

We can make this one of the best
shows ever with some real effort on all
of our parts. But it does mean doing a

8. Next, wrap your hands around the back, at waist level, then yawn, feeling little more than many of us are used
natural expansion. Doing the sip/hiss exercises will let you feel that here, to. But ask our audiences who are
too, there is expansion on the inhale that continues during the exhale. breathless after our performance, or

Summary: The abdomen goes in and out ONLY AS NECESSARY with the who give the standing ovation if it is
breathing/speaking/singing process. The sides and back GO OUT AND STAY worth it. The answer will be YES!
OUT during the inhale/exhale. Just like a baby. And we know that babies and Join me in making this show spe-
children have no problem projecting a clear sound. cial in the lives of our audiences, and

also in our own lives. The satisfaction
of doing so is exhiliarating and habit
forming. Let's make our hobby the
best in the world. It will bring in new
singers to enjoy it with us.

On the rare occasions
when | have sung
baritone, | find it works
best when | can hear the
other three parts
in my head.

As seen in the Worcester “Key-
Notes” - Roy Hayward, Editor

Generally speaking, you
arendt learning much when
your lips are moving.

So if you hear voices in
your head, consider
becoming a baritone.
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Installation And Awards Banquet

Del Beck

The January 13 festivities began with a highly social “Social Hour”. After numerous requests to do so, everyone except
Chuck found a place to sit (full house). Students from Clayton’s Central High School Singers presented several creative
selections. This turned out to be quite amazing since only six singers showed up, but those six were awesome. Our own
Black Hills Blend quartet entertained us while the delicious offerings from the kitchen found their way to the many tables.

This banquet was special in a number of ways:

* The turnout was outstanding with nearly every member placing a reservation. Not one person cancelled on this chilly
Saturday evening.

* In spite of friendly harassment from her golfing customers, club manager, Sandy, refused to remove her Christmas
decor. She wanted the place to look festive for our group. In return she voiced a simple request for “a couple of my
favorite Christmas carols”. She was not disappointed.

» MC Dwight Edstrom kept the program moving with his own “Dwightly” brand of humor.

» The installation ceremony was led by our man-with-the-most-years-of-membership, Al Pitts. Al came off the bench at
the last minute when Chapter Coach Phil Hoffman went down due to huge snowdrifts in Montana.

* A number of new members experienced their first Mt. Rushmore banquet. What a blessing to have you guys.

» One of the purposes of an annual banquet is to honor wives and significant others. The turnout was wonderful. Thank
you for supporting us in our hobby

» The old “Spark Plug” awards were presented to a number of guys who, at some point throughout this past year, pro-
vided slam-dunk contributions to the chapter.

» The biggest moment of the evening was the presentation of the “Barbershopper of the Year” award. It was a thrill to
honor Jim Olson with this super award for his leadership performed in a variety of ways in a variety of situations.
Thank you, Jim, and CONGRATULATIONS!

* Let’s not forget the special performance of favorite numbers by the Shrine of Democracy Chorus. What a display of
camaraderie.

Oh, by the way --- this article began with the comment (full house). Meadowbrook Grill and Bar indeed had a full house
with our party. When told to expect 65 people for the banquet, Manager Sandy’s words were, “Wow! Don’t let any more
in”. The attendance at this banquet displayed a renewed interest in chapter activities. It appears that we have outgrown
our party place. Nice problem. Start thinking about bigger and better things for next year.

Del

I'.l'_
Without music, life is a

journey through a desert.
Pat Conroy

7
’ Ya Gotta
Know
The Territory

Henry Bradshaw (2/2)
Argyl Ullestad (2/9)
Clayton Southwick (2/14)
Al Kelts (2/16)

Bud Jones (2/25)
Reuben Bareis (2/29)

JARBERSHOP HARMONY CONVENTION )

*Any birthday missed only
means you didn’t age this year,
but get me your DOB and we’ll
make sure you age next year!
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R —— Editor-in-Cheap

While reading another chapter’s newsletter, | was struck by this idea. As many
of you know, costs of printing the newsletters nationwide have risen dramati-
cally, just like everything else. Many chapters now only publish an electronic
version, like we do, and distribute it through their websites. Others, charge the
members a yearly fee if they want a printed version mailed to them.

The advantage, of course, is that there is a savings to the chapter in print-
ing fees and mailing fees. Most of our membership desires to read it online, for
which | and the chapter treasurer are grateful.

The big disadvantage is that most of the time our wives are left out of the loop.
With a printed version, they are aware of what occupies our Thursday nights,
and why we are so adamant about being away from home that one night a
week.

Try this, starting with this issue, if you aren’t already doing it. When you go
online to read it, print off a copy for yourself. When you’re finished reading and
digesting it, give it to your wife to read. She’ll appreciate it more than you know.

When she is finished, don’t throw it away. Recycle it. Just like we do with our
Harmonizers, take it to your doctor’s office, or dentist’s office, or even your pa-
role office. Put it out there for all to read and find out about this great hobby on
a local level. Who knows, we might get some new men interested in becoming
a part of our great group. Talk to Jim Gogolin and get a few labels to put in the
address area so that they know about our meeting, etc.

You might even share them with your church choir director. After all, the sing-
ing tips and the vocal production lessons outlined there are good for all kinds of
singing, not just barbershop. They also need to know that what we are doing is

musically correct and that they can trust their men to the care and feeding of the

musical directors we have.
Sing-cerely & Humm-bly,

lack Hills Blend
(above) and
entral High School
Singers (right)
entertain at the
Installation Banquet.

February, 2007

Support Your
Local Quartets!

Black Hills Blend
Al Kelts - tenor
Dave Sommers - lead
Wayne Anderson - bari
Pete Anderson - bass

Risky Business
Dwight Edstrom - tenor
Todd Schultz - lead
Doug Nahrgang - bari
Dan Brusseau - bass




Shrine of Democracy Chorus

Mt. Rushmore Chapter, BHS First Class
c/o John Elving, Editor Postage
6806 Peaceful Pines Rd. Here

Black Hawk, SD 57718

The Mt. Rushmore Chapter and the Shrine of
Democracy Chorus meet every Thursday evening
at 7:00 pm. Meetings and rehearsals are held in the
Central High School Choir Room (east side of the
building, near the gym) 433 N. Mt. Rushmore Rd.
All guests are welcome. And all men are welcome to
come sing with us. For more information,
call (605) 348-2683 or (605) 574-4740.

Rocky Mountain Harmony College Feb. 2-3

Board Meeting Feb. 6

Singing Valentines Feb. 14

“Is There A Doctor In The House?” Mar. 31 See YOU AI I Eve ry

Spring Show Apr. 21 Thursday Evening

RMD Spring Convention Apr. 27-29 =y -

_ | For Exciting Chapter

International Convention, Denver July 1-8 M . "

eetings!!!




